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Joanna Pousette-Dart has referred to her drawing practice as 
“gestural, kinesthetic imaginings.” She goes on to say, “it’s how I 
metabolize sources of inspiration.” In the Spring of 2023, Pousette-
Dart traveled to Mexico City. Inspired by the incredibly rich and 
complex culture, she produced this series of drawings. 

In these compositions, Joanna Pousette-Dart explores the myriad 
possibilities of a line. At times it is an outline changing color or tonality 
as it moves through the picture plane. At other times it swells and 
thickens to become a form in itself. Drawn from the observation 
that shifting light changes our perception, she seeks to emulate or 
embody the inherent instability of peripheral vision in her painted 
lines. These idiosyncratic contortions suggest a state of constant 
flux that exists in the natural world. The combined use of acrylic and 
watercolor allows a rich array of tonal layers and variations. From 
warm to cold or light to dark, incremental shifts in opacity and 
luminosity create the effect of a fluctuating ambient light through 
which line and form meander.  Xochimilco, Mexico City. Photo by Joanna Pousette-Dart
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Mexican Suite #1, 2023
acrylic and watercolor on Arches paper
29 1/2 x 41 3/8 inches
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Mexican Suite #2, 2023
acrylic and watercolor on Arches paper
29 1/2 x 41 3/8 inches
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Mexican Suite #3, 2023
acrylic and watercolor on Arches paper
29 1/2 x 41 3/8 inches
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Mexican Suite #4, 2023
acrylic and watercolor on Arches paper
29 1/2 x 41 3/8 inches
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Mexican Suite #5, 2023
acrylic and watercolor on Arches paper
29 1/2 x 41 3/8 inches
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Mexican Suite #6, 2023
acrylic and watercolor on Arches paper
29 1/2 x 41 3/8 inches
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Mexican Suite #7, 2023
acrylic and watercolor on Arches paper
29 1/2 x 41 3/8 inches
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Mexican Suite #8, 2023
acrylic and watercolor on Arches paper
29 1/2 x 41 3/8 inches
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Mexican Suite $9, 2023
acrylic and watercolor on Arches paper
22 1/2 x 30 inches
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Mexican Suite #10, 2023
acrylic and watercolor on Arches paper
22 1/2 x 30 inches
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Mexican Suite #11, 2023
acrylic and watercolor on Arches paper
22 1/2 x 30 inches
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Mexican Suite #12, 2023
acrylic and watercolor on Arches paper
22 1/2 x 30 inches
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Mexican Suite #13, 2023
acrylic and watercolor on Arches paper
22 1/2 x 30 inches
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Mexican Suite #14, 2023
acrylic and watercolor on Arches paper
12 1/4 x 12 1/4 inches



30 31

Mexican Suite #15, 2023
acrylic and watercolor on Arches paper
12 1/4 x 12 1/4 inches
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Mexican Suite #16, 2023
acrylic and watercolor on Arches paper
12 1/4 x 12 1/4 inches
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Mexican Suite #17, 2023
acrylic and watercolor on Arches paper
12 1/4 x 12 1/4 inches
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Mexican Suite #18, 2023
acrylic and watercolor on Arches paper
12 1/4 x 12 1/4 inches
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Mexican Suite #19, 2023
acrylic and watercolor on Arches paper
12 1/4 x 12 1/4 inches
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Mexican Suite #20, 2023
acrylic and watercolor on Arches paper
12 1/4 x 12 1/4 inches
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Mexican Suite #21, 2023
acrylic and watercolor on Arches paper
12 1/4 x 12 1/4 inches
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Mexican Suite #22, 2023
acrylic and watercolor on Arches paper
12 1/4 x 12 1/4 inches
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Mexican Suite #23, 2023
acrylic and watercolor on Arches paper
12 1/4 x 12 1/4 inches



48 49

Joanna Pousette-Dart

Education

1968  B.A., Bennington College, Bennington, VT

Selected Solo Exhibitions
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2017   Texas Gallery, Houston, TX
2014   Texas Gallery, Houston, TX
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2007   Texas Gallery, Houston, TX
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  Abstract Painting Re-defined, Louis K. Meisel Gallery, New   
  York, NY; Danforth Museum of Art, Framingham,  
  MA; Munson Williams Proctor Institute, Utica, NY;
  Brucknell University, PA; Sony Brook University (traveling)
1983   Recent Acquisitions: Paintings & Sculpture, Museum of   
  Modern Art, New York, NY

Selected Group Exhibitions
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  Cincinnati, OH
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  Refocusing the Spotlight, Nina Freudenheim Gallery,   
  Buffalo, NY
2010   Take Five, Plus Gallery, Denver, CO
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